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Kimsey I-Inghmw over Frog Mountain in Polk County was opened in the 1920s to accommodate the growmg
hundreds of automobile owners who wanted highway access to the region’s mountain scenery. The cars here | £
were Model T Fords of the middie 1920s. Their passengers, on a Frog Mountain outing, were the families of
Fred and Josephine Payne, of Coker Creek, and of Ernest L. Tate and wife Eliza Jane, who was Fred's sister.
The coldwater springs along the Kimsey road were a picnicker's atiraction, and ulso were handy when an
overloaded, overheated car’s radiator boiled on a hot dw.
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overloaded, overheated cor's radiator boiled on a hot day.

‘A -beautiful brass-nosed car
comes to Mud Turtle Hollow

There were a few automobiles in the
booming sawmill town of Tellico Plains
several years before World War I, but
none in the part of Monroe County south
of there, south of Tellico Mountain, until a
Coker Creek merchant, Dave Lender-
man, bought an Overland touring car in
late 1913 or early 1914,

Fred C. Payne owned a country store
and was postmaster at Paynes, Tenn., in
that period. His place was between Coker
Creek and Tellico Plains, and close to the
]ongtirne ARV T T PR L,
home of his ‘[’ Tennessee
parents, 4./ Travels

Fred says i

-hewalso. had. L.
been wanting
to buy an /
automobile,
and that his
father, L.E.M.
“Bud” Payne suggested they buy one to-
gether, if and when the county graded a
better road from Tellico Plains to their
place, five miles away.

Finally Monroe County did build a
new road, and completed it about the
time Dave Lenderman bought the Over-
land, which at that time was the second
best-selling car in America, second to the
Ford. (Ford in 1913 made 107,000 cars,
Willys-Overland produced 37,000, and
Buick was third with 28,000 vehicles
manufactured.)

The mew road took a different path
from the former toll road that had linked
Tellico Plains and Murphy, N.C., for near-
ly a century. But the new road did rejoin
the old turnpike on the Payne property,
at Mud Turtle Hollow, and in fact ended
there awhile.

Fred and his father journeyed to
Sweetwater, in the northwestern and op-
posite corner of Monroe County, and or-
dered a new Ford Model T, which in those
first years of its manufacture had a brass
radiator shell which many owners liked to
keep polished and shining.

Fred and wife Josephine say the
“beautiful brass-nosed Ford” still gives
them the fondest memory of all the 36
cars, all Fords, that they have bought
new in 66 years of owning automobiles. It
was the car in which both learned to
drive.

The Paynes paid $725 for that first
one. In a very few years they would be
able to buy a new Model T for less than
half that amount, as Henry Ford’s assem-
bly-line pioneering brought the price

22 3 |

Jesephine snopped this photograph of husband Fred Payne in the spring
of 1934, while the two were camped in Cattle Gap of the Unicoi Moun-
tains, between Siratton Meadows and Whigg Cabin. The car was @ new
1936 Ford V8. Josephine rested after a hospital stay while Fred fished in
the nearby North Carolina headwaters of Santeetlah Creek. He caught 96
speckled frout in one day here, and that night wrote an ode to “Beautiful
Santeetlah.” : :

sofi-focus snapshot made with a hand-held box Brownie. Date of the pic-
ture is believed to have been 1917. Of Fred and Josephine Payne's seven
children, the three oldest, here left to right, are Yale, Eunice and Eari L.
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