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wker Creek Memoirx

aynes sell gold property; it’s a ‘lode’ off their minds

riffles of the siuice.

He did the final separation of gold from
sand by hand, at a table under good light.
And for his long day’s arduous labor he
had 87 cents worth of gold, at recent
prices. '

But on another recent outing Hale’s
young son Russell found a nugget, about
the shape of a grain of wheat but not as
thick, that is worth $10, estimate.

| Fred Payne says that people who
were quite intelligent “would get all fired

up” over a few “colors” of gold in the pan..

' “There was a fellow, Henry D. Jen-
sewski was his name, that came out there
from Chicago. He asked me to teach him
to pan for gold,” Fred recalls.

+ “I gave him a pan, and showed him
how to use it, and showed him where I
had a pit down to the base gravel.

“He took some sand out of the pit and
went to the creek and washed it in his
pan, and found a little scale of gold. It
wouldn’t weigh anything much, it was so
thin, but it was half as big as my little fin-

“Bernail, the biggest scale I'd ever seen.

- “When he found that, I thought he was

going to tear the laurel thicket down. He

came out of there hollering as loud as he
could holler that he’d found gold. He was
excited to death.

“He agreed to pay us $22,500 for our
160 acres. Of course that was a fabulous
price then. He was the son of a Polish no-
bleman, and said he had an estate in
France, and that he’d go over there and
sell it and come back and buy our farm.

“He wrote me a letter from France,
and I still have it, saying he’d come back
here. But for some reason he failed to sell
and our deal fell through.

“We had to take half that amount

Tennessee

when we sold it to the Annette Mining
Co. We sold it for $12,500, and people
around there still thought I made a fabu-
lous trade. I guess 1 did, but it was noth~
ing to what it’s worth now,” Fred says.

One of the mysteries that excited
newcomers was the source of the gold in
the basal gravel. They would reason that
it had to have crumbled and washed there
from the mother lode somewhere close.

They would reason that if they bought
the land they might find the lode and dig
the gold, in big chunks, directly from it. It
never has happened that way, and the en-
tire valley is tunneled and pocked from a
search for gold that has now gone on for
150 years, since the first whites came into
what was then Cherokee land in the
1830s. :

The Payne bottomlands, by the middle
1920s, were flooded with muck from An-
nette’s big gravel-washing operation up-
stream, and Josephine was weary of
cooking for drop-in guests who came to
throw away their money on the venture.

So they were glad at that time to be = =

leaving Coker Creek, although both have
had occasional regrets in the more than 50
years since.
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“The ambitious Annefte Mining Co. built this “concen-
trator” to catch gold sepoarated from Coker Creek
gravel. Carloads of gravel were pulled up one slope
and dumped, and washed of gold by a stream of water
directed down a long sluice. Snopshot was made in
1925 by visiting geologist Olof N. Rove, who stayed in

the Fred C. Payne household while he did a “Recon-
naissance of the Gold Deposits of Eastern Tennessee."”
Piciure made available now from historical maoterials
assembled by Stuart W. Maher, chief geologist of Ten-
nessee Division of Geolegy. Pile of discarded gravel at
left was later used on neighborhood roads.



